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was 20, of whom 13 were medical men, their ages
ranging between 26 and 42 years, but it was found
possible only to make use of 16 of them. The material
for the tests was obtained from 17 pellagra patients
of varying types and of different degrees of severity.
The experiments were begun towards the end of
last April and were continued to the end of June,
so that a period of from four and a half to seven
and a half months has elapsed since their initiation,
long enough, it is thought, to enable a definite
statement of the results to be made. Blood was
furnished by 4 pellagrous persons, naso-pharyngeal
discharges by 4, epidermal scales by 5, and urine
and faeces by 16. Up to the date of report, early in
November, not a single individual of those experi-
mented upon developed any evidence to justify a
diagnosis of pellagra, although, as might have been
expected from the nature of the material swallowed,
some four or five had immediate, but only tem-
porary, gastro-intestinal disturbance. It would
therefore appear that while the opinion that this
disease is a communicable one gains no support
from these experiments, the conclusion elsewhere
drawn by Dr. Goldberger that it is an affection
essentially of dietary origin brought about by
a faulty, probably deficient, diet is materially
strengthened. 

--

UVEOPAROTID FEVER.

IN 1909 Heerfordt described by the name uveo-
parotid fever a new variety of infectious disease
characterised by chronic inflammation of the parotid
gland and of the uvea. His three patients each
had bilateral parotid swelling and bilateral irido-
cyclitis, and two of them developed paralysis of a
facial nerve in addition. The parotid swellings lasted
for from 2 to 13 weeks, and so Heerfordt concluded
that he was not dealing with cases of mumps; in
addition, inquiry failed to show that his patients
had been exposed to this infection, as no cases of
epidemic parotitis in their neighbourhood could
be heard of. He was able to find in the literature
only two similar instances of this very chronic
infection of the parotid glands and uveal tract, com-
bined with facial paralysis. Dr. H. W. Leeksma, of
Heukelum, has recently described 1 another instance
of the disease. The patient, a married woman
aged 28, felt tired early in January, and had cold
shivers and night sweats, and in a few days’ time
had attacks of dizziness. On Jan. 21st she had
pain in the left ear ; on Feb. 2nd Dr. Leeksma
found she had a right-sided Bell’s palsy. On Feb. 8th
the left parotid gland became swollen and painful.
The Bell’s palsy had cleared up by Feb. 21st, but
two days later herpes of the left cornea occurred,
and was followed by iridocyclitis. On March 3rd
the right parotid gland swelled up, and on March 5th
the right eye exhibited the signs of iridocyclitis.
On April 10th a roseolous eruption appeared on
the legs and remained for a fortnight. By April 25th
the parotid swellings had vanished, and the irido-
cyclitis had improved in both eyes, though synechiae
had appeared. On June 20th the affection of the
left eye became suddenly worse, and the left
parotid region was very painful. In August
it was necessary to take the patient into
an eye hospital for treatment. Dr. Leeksma
found three typical cases of mumps occurring in
the patient’s environment in the month of

February. He remarks that both iridocyclitis and
facial paralysis are known to occur, though but

1 Nederl. Tijdschr. v. Geneeskunde, Amsterdam, 1916, ii., 1126.

rarely, as complications of epidemic parotitis. He
adds that the facial paralysis in the case he
describes preceded the swelling of the parotid
gland, and so cannot be attributed to the influence
of mechanical pressure. He comes to the con-

clusion that Heerfordt’s uveoparotid fever is
nothing more or less than atypical mumps, and
is not a new morbid entity. It should be added
that the von Pirquet and Wassermann reactions in
Dr. Leeksma’s patient both proved negative.

THE TERCENTENARY OF BARTHOLIN.

Thomas Bartholinus, born Oct. 20th, 1616, died
Dec. 4th, 1680, was one of Denmark’s most famous
men of science, and his tercentenary is celebrated
by the October issue of Janus, which is given over
to a record of his life and works. He was born

in Copenhagen, the son of a well-known University
professor. After a course of study at the Copenhagen
University he went abroad to study at the age of 21.
It is interesting to note that this period of travel
and learning occupied ten years. All the while, it
is said, he studied and wrote with the greatest
diligence. He returned to Copenhagen and was
appointed to the chair of anatomy. At the early
age of 44 he moved to his estate and lived after-
wards in peaceful retirement, so that he made all
his important discoveries during the short space of
14 years. Bartholin’s claim to fame rests upon his
discovery of the thoracic duct and the lymphatic
system in man. A man, tranquil in temperament
and capable of enjoying to the full the social

glamour and fame he rapidly gained, it is said
that he often wished he had never found the
small, scarcely visible lymphatic vessels, because
of all the strife, controversy, and annoyances
associated with their discovery. Bartholinus lived
in ample and generous days, when distinction in
one sphere of life did not preclude honour in other
walks, for besides occupying various public offices
he was also a judge of the Supreme Court. It was
his son, Caspar Bartholinus, who discovered the
glands, called after his name, in the vagina, and
the ductus Bartholinianus. He, like his father,
appears to have early given up scientific work.
He entered the Civil Service and gained a patent
of nobility which was conferred not only upon him
but reverted back to his father, who had been dead
for 50 years. 

_____________

THE LANCET, VOL. II., 1916:
THE INDEX.

THE Index and Title-page to the volume of
THE LANCET completed with the issue of Dec. 30th
will be ready early in the New Year. Owing to the
continued shortage in the paper-supply, the Index
will not be issued with all copies of THE LANCET,
as was the custom prior to the War. Subscribers
who bind up their numbers are requested to send
a post-card to the Manager, THE LANCET Office,
423, Strand, London, W.C., when a copy of the
Index and Title-page will be supplied free of charge.

Dr. E. Coey Bigger has been appointed a Com-
missioner of the Irish Local Government Board in the
room of Sir Thomas Stafford, who has resigned. Dr.
Bigger is one of the inspectors of the Board, and was a
member of the Vice-Regal Committee on the Poor Law
whose far-reaching report attracted great attention some
ten years ago.


